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39-52 FORD, MERC. ONLY 


Hi- sc deapanielan 
8 to 1 ratio (highly polished aluminum) 
One Dual Intake Manifold y 
(For 2 carbs—highly polished aluminum) 
One Set Ball Bearing 2 Carb. Linkage 
(For perfect synchronization) 
Gas Line & Regular Linkage Kit 
2 Chrome ‘‘Hellings’’ Carb. Air Cleaners 
TOTAL RETAIL 


Send Money _—_ For Only 
YOU SAV 


We ship by es express only. You pay Express 
Charges on arrival. 

WILL SHIP C.0.D. 
Free catalogue (wholesale & retail) with each order 
—If you don’t order, then send 25c for catalogue. 


This wheel is so designed that anyone can set a 

camshaft like a professional. Simple instructions 

ag on each wheel. 

his tool separates the men from the boys on the 

race track and makes possible smooth idling, even 

with super or full race cams. 

List $9.95. SEND NET $9.95 

We prepay postage or you may order C.0.D. Free 

wholesale and retail catalogue with each wheel. 
JOBBERS WANTED 


SPECIALS 


BALANCED EXHAUST HEADER SPECIAL— 
LIMITED OFFER 
_ CHROME EXTENSIONS 


% Complete Set (any 
model). (Ford or Mercury 
only.) Balanced Exhaust 
Header System. Sells Re- 
tail $60.00. With discount 
—only $39.95. You save 
$20.05. Set includes all 
pipes, headers, 2 muf- 
flers (steel pack or stock), 
tail pipe, clamps, brack- 
ets and gaskets. Free— 
Two Chrome exhaust ex- 
tensions with each set of 
above. Send Money Order 
—We ship by Railway 
Express. You pay Express 
on arrival. Will ship 
c.O.D. 


Remember, if you don’t 
give us Body Style and 
Year Model, we can't 
ship them. 
ALSO TYPE OF TRANS. 
ANY V8 FORD IF VICTORIA, SAY IF 
OR MERC BOX OR X FRAME 


Honest Charley EXHAUST BAFFLES 


Retail $3.95 Per Pair Net. 
$2.50 prepaid. Fits in 
center of exhaust port 
of V8. Cools engine, 
adding horsepower. Fits 
Fords or Mercs. thru ‘48 


ADJUSTABLE 
STEERING 


NET $12.95 each pre- 
paid. Retail each 
$19.95. Fits Fords or 
Mercs. _ Lincoln-Zephyr 
thru ‘48 


Send 25c for wholesale and retail 
catalogue speed hints 


HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 


BOX K3086 


CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE 
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et AUTO PARTS, ACCESSORIES 





EVERYTHING you need for your car—50,000 items including 
thousands of HARD-TO-GET PARTS plus many unusual acces- 
sories offered for the FIRST TIME—all at wholesale prices! 


Take fps of this big opportunity to get everything you 
need for your Seven sany hard-to-fin find parts and acces- 
en recent in stores! You can get them at wholesale 


to ig had You'll find t 50,000 thrilling 
ine desert deacttbed ond illustrated in a giant new wholesale 
. jam-| works with exciting values. 


Seine Most Complete Line in All 
America for Cars, Trucks, Taxis... 
from the oldest to latest models 


In this amazing catalogue you'll find a big choice of automo- 
tive accessories and parts—everything you want. Also thrillin ome 
values in custom-styling accessories—high-speed parts ai 
accessories to soup up stock engines for top speed, accelera- 
tion and economy. Catalogue also includes new style Holly- 
wood accessories different from anything you've seen in 
stores. Other exciting buys at wholesale prices include: 


© Auto radios @ Tires and tubes 
© Mufflers and pipes © Tools 
© Custom-styling accessories © Body parts 
Ce Ta @ Engines and parts @ Radiators 
@ High speed equipment @ Springs and shocks 
A Coupon <i @ Transmissions and parts @ Ignition parts 
Ey) = >| New, used, rebuilt parts and accessories for all makes, 
S | years, models of all autos, trucks and taxis. 
Exciting get-acquainted 
FREE GIFT OFFER 


Amazing, valuable new scientific check chart that shows m 
exactly how to know if your car is safe—sent as a FREE G 
with every catalogue. It explains how you can easily make your 
car safe. Offer limited, so rush coupon today. 

















































CATALOGUE > 
Just off the Press a COUPON TODAY! 


124 illustrated pages, 












jammed with 50,000 auto- 
— items at ——— J. C. Whitney & Co. l 
For lim- 
Pon shai only it can be 1917-M56 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. ' 
yours, for_ just 250—whic Ple h iant catalogue, that describes $0,000 
will be credited on your first automotive items can get ‘at wholesale prices. 1 enclose 5¢ to cover part of 
$5.00 order. It’s like getting this valu- cost—which I understand will be credited to me on my first $5.00 order. i 
able bargain packed catalogue FREE! Also send me FREE GIFT. 
Send today for YOURS. i 
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‘ ' AGEI088, 2000 00 00 oo oe oo co cw cece conc cccccccecececs ccccesesssooeooses: t 
’ ChtYcocccoccccccccccceccesese! ZONE. 22 2 - MMR. 00 02 oe cncccccccce=+-- i 


J. C. WHITNEY & CO. 
1917-M56 Archer Ave. © Chicogo 16, 11. @ amp am amp ams Oe es Oe ee ee ee 


NOVEMBER 1953 





-———- ORDER TODAY! --—-- 


4 


OU e ae 
Mufflers better 
than a en ed 


First, you quickly discover 
your engine has new get-up- 
and-go power and runs 
smoother (less back pres- 
sure!). Too, you find your 
Sonny Glass Pack lasting long- 
er than the conventional steel 
pack (it has an unconditional 
guarantee). 

Send today for your kit—com- 
plete with all installation ma- 
terials and instructions. 


FORD & MERC DUAL SETS 
Complete Kit 
°35-"48 $32.00 — °49-'51 $34.00 


FORD & MERC SINGLE MUFFLERS 
*35-"41 $9.00 — °42-"52 $10.00 


PONTIAC - OLDS - BUICK - CADILLAC 
Single Mufflers $11.00 


CHEVY - PLYMOUTH - DODGE - DESOTO 
Single Mufflers $10.00 


(For stecl packs, subtract $2.00 from 
above prices for each muffler.) 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 


SONNY Glass Pack Mufflers 
501 E. Garvey, Monterey Park, Calif. 


Please send at once my Glass Pack Muffler to: 


city... zone......state 
Ford Dual Set 
My choice is for Merc Dual Set 
Single Muffler 
Year, make, model of car 
Type of transmission 


F enclose Deposit of $......... 
(50% deposit required—balance C.O.D.) 


With SONNY’S fabulous 
Glass Pack Mufflers you 
soon have your answer! 


} Check or M.O. in full 
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BRIEF AND TO THE POINT: 


226 Words from the Editor 


Yin this issue we're starting another 
new feature on custom styling. Readers 

will remember the rendering of Chuck Manh- 
ning’s new sports car done by Jim Geddes. 
We've managed to talk Jim and his partner, 
Chuck White, into doing a monthly tre- 
styling job on standard equipment. This is 
no dream car stuff but pure and practical 
restyling of ordinary cars. Jim and Chuck 
have held the estimated cost of their re- 
styling ideas within the bounds of reason, 
prices running around three hundred dollars. 
The whole plan is not to tell you what 
to do but to give you ideas on what can be 
done and to give you method of operation. 


THINGS TO COME 


—— little gimmick we've started 
this month is a continuing feature to be 
known as “Torch Tips,” the first of which 
is on pages 40 through 43. Each month we'll 
be handing out detailed data on how the 
minor points that make a good custom can 
be created by anyone. Next up is a method 
for finishing off a rear fender-well. 
For a long time now numerous folks 
have been sneering at the lack of punch un- 
der the MG hood, perhaps rightly so. The 
MG as Lord Nuffield sells it is most defi- 
nitely NOT equipped with the most earth- 


The first of these features occupies the 
spread on pages 34, 35 and 36. 

As some of you know, we hold a certain 
fondness for the reliable old Model T Ford. 
We once owned a fine species of Model T 
known as a “Bug,” a stripped down job of 
uncertain vintage. Total body equipment con- 
sisted of hood, firewall, two bucket seats 
and a twenty-gallon Dodge gas tank. It was 
quick, but not very pretty. Some “Bugs” are 
both quick and pretty, however. For a top- 
notch example take a quick gander on pages 
18. through 23 at Dan Post's little jewel. 
This is a T that goes. What’s more it goes 
without benefit of a bent eight. 


shattering powerplant. However, there are a 
couple of these little bears that can trim the 
pants off of all but the top equipment run- 
ning today. The owners didn’t go by any 
umpteen-stage tuning manual but gave them 
the full-house treatment. In the very near 
future we'll show you just how they did it. 
If you’re an MG owner, you don’t have to 
take sass from Singers and such. In fact, 
we'll even make a prediction—the MG of 
today is tomorrow's A-bone. The A wasn’t 
such great shakes either until some guys 
named Crager and Winfield took a hand. 





You can still get 


these photos free / 
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watch for 
this new 
160 page 







complete hot 
rod reference 
guide 











Fully illustrated 
‘how-to-do-it’ 
articles show 

proven hot rod 
procedures step by 
step. A book 
packed with 
valuable, practical 
reference material 
on specific 
building problems. 
Engine conver- 
sions, facts on 
new equipment, 
hundreds of 
photos and draw- 
ings of all types of 
engines and cars. 
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SOON ON YOUR NEWSSTAND 











LETTERS 


‘40 COUPE 


Dear Sir: 

Just finished reading the August °53, is- 
sue of HONK! It’s getting better every 
month. 

The type of customs which interest me 
the most are like Tom Love’s °’47 Ford 
tudor which leads me to ask . . . where are 


| the taillights? It’s one of the finest conserva- 


tive type customs I've seen. 
About Fred Cain’s Ford coupe . . . you 
ask the readers to tell you whether it’s a hot 


rod or a custom. Whatever it is, its NOT a 


1940 model as you stated. I've never seen 
anyone take out a good looking ’40 dash to 


| put a straight looking "39 in. I think you'll 
| find it's a "39 Deluxe with a ’40 Studie 
grille, headlights, taillights, and steering col- 


umn. 

I like your magazine very much, and al- 
though I’m not in a position right now to 
do anything about it, I can still dream of the 
car I’m going to have when I get home. It 
will be a ’53 Ford Victoria. 

Sincerely, 
Pfc. Larry Comfort 
c/o APO San Francisco 

First—regarding the “Shaundo.” \t does 
have taillights. They're flush with the rear 
deck, just over the bumper. As to the coupe, 
the car, according to all we can find, IS a 
'40. Seems that the dash on the ’40 won't 
take the custom instruments without con- 
siderable reworking. You could be right, of 
course, Larry, but it would seem to be a lot 
easier to mount a '39 dash than to change 
fenders, transmission, grille, etc.—Ed. 


HONK! 


> aa) 





TORSION BARS 


Editor’s Note: We have received so much 
correspondence concerning Ray Hansen’s Tor- 
ston Bar T Pickup the story of which we ran 
in the July 1953 issue under the title “T- 
Bar T-Truck” that we cannot hope to answer 
each letter separately. 

Most of these queries ask the diameter, 
length and material used by Ray in building 
this fabulously successful torsion bar ar- 
rangement. 

This most certainly indicates an omission 
on our part. This cardinal error we shall 
atone for immediately. Here’s the straight 
scoop: 

The material used in the bars was 4130 
C.M. steel bar stock, ground to 34 inch di- 
ameter. The front bars are 26 inches long 
with eight-inch trunnions or radius arms. The 
rear bars are 33 inches long with nine-inch 
arms. ; 

These dimensions will vary according to 
the weight loading of the individual car. 
One set of formulae to use in determining 
the best set of figures for your individual 
machine is as follows: 


Diameter of bar = D = ¥ WR 
13500 


W equals the unsprung load to be carried 
by each bar in pounds. 

R equals the length of the radius arm or 
trunnion in inches. 

‘As for the length of the bar, the calcula- 
tions are somewhat rough. However, a sim- 
plified formula is: 

Length = L = 600 x : 

D is the diameter found by formula #1 
and R is again the arm radius. We sincerely 
hope these figures help. They're straight 
from the source. 
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Wren Buying CHROME 


Ford—Mercury—Chevrolet 
Carburetors 
Fuel Pumps 
Water Pumps 
Generators 
* Shock Absorbers 
Air Cleaners 
Oil Breather Caps 
Fuel Pump Adapters 
Fuel Filters 
And 


Custom Carburetors—Especially Engineered 
and Dynamometer Tested—For Use with 
Nitro-Methane 


Always Specify Those Manufactured 


Your Guarantee of Quality 
and Service. See your 
Nearest Dealer. 





ducts company 
1-4 SO. FLOWER ST. © LOG ANGELES 15 
E-PLATED AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALTIES 









Complete Header Sets—Ford & Merc........ $37.75 
All years and models 


Olds 1949-53; Linc 1949-51; Stude 1951-52. .$47.75 
CUO IION SS | 50 5 Ska nr Sencsnnveneeee’ $64.75 
Ford & Merc Dual Muffler Sets. All Years....$17.50 
*Ford & Merc Lip Type Fender Skirts, 49-53. .$8.75 
*Chev & Ply Lip Type Fender Skirts, 35-53. ..$8.75 





Everything’s @ steal at 






AUTO 
SUPPLY 


HEADERS ALONE: $18.75 
WE MAKE CLUB PLATES FOR YOUR CARS 


50% deposit on all C.O.D.’s. 
Free Gift in Every Order! 


| 2930 Wilshire Bivd., Santa Monica, Calif. 
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SHOPPING 


AROUND 


PICK-UP 

EVER drop a nut or bolt down behind a 
hot exhaust manifold? Scorched your fingers, 
didn’t you? We once learned a trick in the 
navy when working with fire control gear. 
We made a little gimmick that would reach 
down and around charged capacitors, hot 
tubes, steam lines and the like. Only trouble 
is that the average guy doesn’t have a whole 
fire control shop to play in. An automotive 
tool outfit has kindly solved the problem 
with a similar gimmick called the Aldo 





Pick-up tool. The gadget is available in 14- 
inch lengths for $1.25 and in 24-inch 
lengths for a buck and a half. If you send 
the money with the order the tool comes 
postpaid. If it comes COD, you pay the 
post office. Write: David W. Daniel, Dept. 
K-1, Oakfield, N.Y. 


FORD SIX EQUIPMENT 


THE NEW Ford Six ohv engine is slowly 
but surely becoming known as a mill with 








fine road engine possibilities. As yet the en- 
gine has not been developed highly enough 
for competition use, but for street and semi- 
competition use, the engine makes a fine 
conversion. Among the first speed equipment 
manufacturers to put out goodies for the Ford 
Six is Offenhauser with this dual intake mani- 
fold and finned head cover. The manifold is 
available for use with either standard or 
automatic transmission and lists at $44.50 in 
sand-blast finish. The head cover lists at 
$27.50 in buffed finish. Manufacturer is 
Offenhauser Equipment Corp., 5054 Alham- 
bra avenue, Los Angeles 32, Calif. 


TOW CABLE 


IF YOU'VE ever gotten stuck somewhere 
and a helpful samaritan has offered to pull 
you out and failed due to the lack of suitable 
towing equipment, you'll appreciate this one. 
It's a tow cable complete with self-locking 
clamps that fit on just about any bumper. The 
cable is six feet long and is of the super- 
flexible aircraft type which will handle 
everything up to about 4,200 pounds of 
deadweight pull. The tow cable is available 
in two types, one with a double spring-loaded 
jaw and the other with a balanced hook. For 
price and further information write: May 
Brothers Mfg. Co., Lansing, Mich. 


SPONGE 
THE new “Hair-Sponge,” a handy cleaning 
aid for service station attendants and motor- 
ists, quickly removes insects from auto wind- 
shields and bodies without scratching. This 
new product comprises fine coils of cattle- 
tail hair imbedded in a Du Pont cellulose 
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- sponge. Simply wet the sponge, apply it to 


the car surface, and off come the insects. Hard 
scrubbing is seldom necessary. Jobber price 
is $70 per gross—with freight prepaid in 
gross lots. Retail price to service stations is 
approximately 75 cents; and slightly higher 
to other consumers. Made by the Fleet Equip- 
ment Co., Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 


STUD PULLER 
THERE are 88 jillion different kinds of 
gadgets with which one can pull recalcitrant 
studs from a block. Here’s one that looks to 
us as if it would do the job with a minimum 
of difficulty and a maximum of efficiency. 
The device is a socket type of puller which 
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allows the center of twist to be made at the 
geometrical center of the stud, cutting down 
the possibility of tearing the stud out by the 
roots. Also incorporated in the puller is a 
preset depth control insuring a grip on the 
right portion of the stud. The “Studgrip” is 
available in all sizes from % inch to 2% 
inches in diameter. For further information 
write: Kent-Norlantic Ltd., Horner avenue, 
Toronto 14, Canada. 


SHORTY MUFFLER 
IF POLICE and other vehicle authorities 
take a dim view of the mellow tone your 
(Continued on page 65) 
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how to 


build a 


DRAGSTER 


GET THE COMPLETE SERIES! 


July: Constructing the Rails 

Aug.: Swing Axle—Preliminary Details 
Sept.: Swing Axle—Finish Machine Work 
Oct.: Swing Axle—Final Assembly 


PLUS THESE BIG, FULLY ILLUS- 
TRATED TECHNICAL FEATURES: 


May: Modern Suspension 
May: Why a Hot Ignition 
June: Spring Re-Arching 
June: Chopping a Convertible Top 


July: Torsion Suspension—Full Plans 


Aug.: Adjusting the Four Barrel Carb 





HONK! MAGAZINE 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Enclosed is $............ for the following issues 
at 25¢ each: 
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by Dick Day 
Photos by Les Nehamkin, Eric Rickman & Dick Day 


Parapise Me$a drag strip took on a new 
face of scorched rubber over the weekend 
of July 18 and 19 when San Diego Timing 
Association staged their first two-day Pacific 


Southwest Regional Championship drags. 
The event was sanctioned by the National 
Hot Red Association and the entries num- 
bered in the two hundreds, this including 
everything from a strictly commercial drag- 
ster to the latest “thingie” from Herman's 


backyard garage. 

The NHRA rules for classification were 
used. They define the car’s class by a combi- 
nation of body style and a ratio of cubic 
inches to the car's weight. This undoubtedly 
provided one of the greatest dragfest go 
‘rounds yet. 

The well known “Bean Bandit Mk. II” 
driven by Joaquin Arnett won the donated 

(Continued on page 12) 


@ Drake, Reed and Adams’ ‘34 modified coupe (left) gets it on with Bob Anderson’s 
whoop-T-doo in an elimination heat. ‘34 turned 106 mph while Anderson netted 101.58. 
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@ Jim Gulbert gets his dragster underway for a 125 mph qualifying run. Car was 
originally built for sprint car racing but somehow acquired a two-face personality. 
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@ The famous “Bean Bandit” with Joaquin Arnett at the helm made the finish line in an 
elapsed time of 11.67 seconds with a speed of 131.57 mph. This won him NHRA trophy. 


paler 
@ Ed Stewart's beautiful ‘32 roadster won 


the stock class “C” roadster division by 
getting over the tarmac in 15.37 seconds. 


THE WAY TO PARADISE continued 
NHRA trophy for the fastest elapsed time 
of the day by rocketing over the quarter-mile 
strip in 11.67 seconds to a speed of 131.57 
mph. In the final elimination heats it was a 
different story; Dode Martin in his class “A” 
dragster shut off the famous “Bean Bandit” 
by getting to the finish line “firstest with 
the mostest.” 

Then to put the lid on the event and send 
some 8000 attending spectators home mum- 
bling in their beards, Lloyd Krant, top elim- 
inator in the bike class, rolled his big, scream- 


@ Johnny Jones chose all hands to drag with his ‘27 T but to no avail. Seems 
all the hot-dogs were leery of the speedy Ruxtell rear end and the raked windshield. 


HONK! 


12 





@ Two of the country’s fastest accelerating machines and owners, Dode Martin (left) 
seated in his winning dragster and Lloyd Krant aboard his rapid 80-in.-plus Har-Dav. 


ing 80-inch-plus Harley-Davidson out to the 
line to compete against Martin's winning (so 
far) dragster for top eliminator of the meet. 
When starter Paul Wallace sent these two 
hot-dogs out of the chute you almost sensed 
that they never intended to come back. Re- 
sults .. . Krant carried home the fastest elim- 
inator’s trophy by storming over the tarmac 
in 11.82 seconds with a time of 127.11 mph 
. anybody for a little bench racing? 
Following are the fastest elapsed times 
and high speed times of the championship 
(Continued on next page) 


@ John Fox traveled all the way from San 
Francisco with his Cooper race car, went 


_ home with “C” class dragster trophy. 


@ Records went out the window when these two coupes left the chute. Drifter’s car club 
entry (left) shut off Bob Joehnck’s red bomb with speed of 110.02 mph, won in class “A.” 
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@ Darry Taylor tooled his V8 Sixty dragster down the quarter-mile strip to the tune 
of 98.25 mph (E.T. 14.16) and won the “B” class dragster trophy for his mantel. 


a 


@ Joaquin Arnett looks mighty eager and 
why not? He’s about to receive the NHRA 
trophy and a kiss from Bonnie Wallace. 


il 


The Way to Paradise continued 


trophy winners. 
NHRA Trophy for the fastest elapsed time 
for a hot rod: 
Joaquin Arnett (Bean Bandit) 
11.67 seconds (speed 131.57 mph) 
SDTA Trophy for the fastest eliminator of 
the day (open to cars and bikes) : 
Lloyd Krant (Harley-Davidson) 
11.82 seconds (speed 127.11 mph) 
SDTA Trophy for the fastest eliminator in 
the car class: ° 
Dode Martin (A/Dragster ) 
11.90 seconds (speed 127.29 mph) 
SDTA Trophy for the fastest elapsed time of 
the meet: 
Lloyd Taylor (Har-Dav. 80-in.) 
11.65 seconds (speed 116.27 mph) 


—?” 


‘ a 
a a coal 
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@ No, this guy doesn't have bad rings, the smoke is strictly from the rear tire. In the 
stock classes Oldsmobile was the dominating winner along with a Hudson Pacemaker. 


14 


HONK! 





@ Here's the latest innovation from the “Bean Bandits” car club of San Diego, a rear 
engine roadster. The car was burdened with minor troubles, but in the future 


oe 


@ A good example of the inches to weight 
ratio for classification is this drag in the 


e “How fast? . . . TWO-HUNDRED? ?” This 
stock class. Convertible won over pickup. 


led was living every single drag. Score 
board depicts organization behind meet. 


dl 


pi ke. 


© Gulbert’s sprint car dragster and Hadley’s thingie are 


sent on their way by starter 
Wallace. Without doubt Paul is one of the most colorful starters ever to wave a flag. 
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SHOWBOAT CHEVY 


HERE are as many reasons for customizing 

cars as there are customs, but 24-year-old 
Ken Vertrees of Anaheim, California frankly 
admits he had this "51 Chevrolet convertible 
built for “showboating” and exhibition pur- 
poses. He gets a big bang out of designing 
and showing his creations at Motoramas, 
Auto Shows, Fairs and any other kind of ex- 
hibition. He has previously originated two 
custom roadsters and this, his first true cus- 
tom, was one of those chosen to be featured 
in the famed Motorama held each fall in 
Los Angeles. 

After preliminary work on his drawing 
board, Ken decided on this "51 Chevy con- 


From drawing board to Motorama 
Text and Photos by Les Nehamkin 





vertible which he purchased in November, 
1951. The spanking new beauty, strictly 
stock, was turned over to Bill's Body Shop 
in Fullerton, California along with the 
sketches Vertrees had made and the boys 
went to work in earnest. 

A low racy effect was achieved by lowering 
the entire car, the rear by five inches and 
the front end by three inches. The radiator 
grille area was reworked and a Plymouth 
grille set in to replace the stock item. The 
headlights were frenched and the windshield 
area given rounder lines by the installation 
of a curved one-piece Olds model. To set 
ofh the rear section of this custom, Vertrees 





© Vertrees’ Chevy has really received the ax in lowering: 5“ at the rear, 3” up front. 
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®@ Pontiac taillights are neatly installed. 


selected a pair of Oldsmobile fenders in 
which Pontiac taillights had been expertly 
fitted. 

To really set this showboat off, 27 coats 
of a special combination of lime, lemon, 
gold metallic lacquer were applied. 

A novel effect was imparted to this cutie 
by using a chopped DeVille type white cus- 
tom padded top built by Chavez American 
Auto Tops in Lynwood, California. The in- 
terior was dolled up by Chavez with green 
leather quilted seat covers topped with white 
leather head sections. 





© Grille made from Plymouth components. 


Another sparkling touch was the addition 
of chromed Continental type spoke wheel 
accessories. 

The powerplant of this jewel is strictly 
stock with the .exception of twin Porter 
pipes. The “Showboat Chevy’ took over a 
year to build and cost over $3300. 

Recently returned from Infantry duty in 
Korea, Vertrees has already driven his cus- 
tom 50,000 miles and exhibited it all over 
the West Coast. He is now planning for the 
acquisition and customizing of a new 1953 
Olds “98” (after his honeymoon, that is! ). 





© Forward of windshield the car's front section has an air of complete customizing. 
17 
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running boards. 
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@ Body is as sketchy as it can be made. Note pared-down fenders and skeleton 


’ 9 ROM its inception and for many years to 
$0 You VE GOT A MERCER . F follow the Model T Ford was the fastest 
DRAG IT OUT FRIEND! accelerating stock car in the world — for the 

, first 10 feet. 

This phenomenon caused T owners to seek 
ways of continuing this acceleration over a 
longer section of ground than Henry had ar- 
bitrarily built the car to cover. The result was 

(Continued Next Page) 


@ Engine in Yellow Peril is practically stock except for Riccardo head. Car is slated for Fronty mill. 


Photos by Bill Southworth 
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© Front end ts equipped with special helper springs. Radiator is special Livingston large capacity. 


YELLOW PERIL continccs 


the first true hot rod otherwise known as a 


From 1913 to the middle °20’s, T-Bugs 
were common wherever the younger set were 
confronted with such envied automobiles as 
the Mercer Raceabout and the Stutz Bearcat 
owned by more fortunate neighbors. 

Many coonskin coated drivers of Bearcats 
were forced to eat pride and dust as these 


early-day hot rodders shot by with the cry of 
“Raw Beef!”, a term that was somewhat the 
equivalent to “Is Daddy’s car quick?” 

The shapes which the T-Bug assumed were 
varied as was the equipment which allowed 
them to blow off the larger competition. How- 
ever, all had several things in common. The 
cars were stripped to the bare minimum for 
everyday use. Bodies consisted of two bucket 
seats, a round gas tank, a cowl and a hood. 

(Continued on Page 22) 
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@ Round tank was found in a San Bernardino @ 
junkyard. Parts came from all over California. early days. This is an ancient Stewart vnif. 




















@ Ruxtell rear-end was 


YELLOW PERIL coninvea 


Trimmed fenders (mostly for protection, there 
being no fender laws) and the sketchiest of 
running boards completed the externals. ~ 

One of the best examples we've ever seen 
of the T-Bug is Dan Post's bright yellow jack- 
rabbit. The average T had two speeds forward 
— low and high — achieved by first depress- 
ing what is now the clutch pedal to the floor 
and then, when peak rpm was reached, re- 
leasing the pedal to its limit. Post’s T-Bug has 
12, count "em — twelve, speeds forward. 

This little miracle is gained through the 
use of two different gear accessories available 
- for the T — the Moore three-speed gearbox 
and the Ruxtell two-speed rear axle, ancestor 
of the Columbia and the overdrive. The two 
levers operating this mass of gearing keep the 
driver busy but the acceleration and top speed 
provided also tend to keep the competition 
just as busy. ; 

Post originally got the “Bug” bug while 
looking over some ancient copies of the Ford- 
owner, a magazine devoted to the owners of 
Henry’s conveyance. Appearing in these were 
photos of various Bugs built at the time the 
magazine was popular. 

Joining forces with Cecil Frye and Wen 
Freer, Dan set to work. Starting with as an- 
cient a T as they could find, all hands scoured 


the Southern California countryside for parts. 
This, in itself, was a hard enough job; most 
of the T’s in that vicinity having been used 
for hot rods of various natures. A fuel tank 
was found to be owned by a Chinese junk man 
in San Bernardino. Headlights were found in 
an antique shop,.a Livingston extra capacity 
pointed radiator was found elsewhere. A 
friend was persuaded to part with a set of 
Buffalo 30 by 31%4 wire knock-off wheels for 
which tires were purchased from Montgom- 
ery Ward & Co. The aforementioned gearing 
was dug up from here and there. 

Freer did the engine work on (for Horse- 
less Carriage fans) block #263663. The en- 
gine is at the time of writing absolutely stock 
except for little minor milling here and there. 
Currently being bolted together is a Frontenac 
OHV engine. Also recently scrounged and 
slated for installation are Rocky Mountain 
auxiliary brakes and a Fulton Aermore ex- 
haust whistle which Post admits is illegal in- 
side the city limits of every dignified town in 
the country. He didn’t say whether or not Los 
Angeles comes under the heading of “digni- 
fied.” 

Be that as it may, even without these re- 
finements the Bug or “Yellow Peril,” as Post 
calls the little hog-bear, has a take-off that'll 
scare the racoon skins right out of the coat of 
any Mercer driver. 

Who said hot rods are new? 





@ Moore box is light but efficient unit which © Believe it or not, these are early-day 
adds greatly fo flexibility of the Model T. registration fags. Dates are 1913, 14 & 15. 









@ Beautiful job of customizing is in the best 1920's manner. Bulb horn is not original equipment. 
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Photos by Les Nehamkin, Dick Day, 
Bill Southworth 


Y the time midsummer rolled around, the 


folks in the Southern California road rac- 7 
ing set had gotten real hungry. Hungry for ~ 


racing that is. 


q 
4 


They hadn't had a race in their own home 


territory since early spring. Consequently, 
when it was announced that a road race 
would be held at Chino to kick off the an- 
nual Four Cylinder Club Week the hunger 
boiled over. 

There was to be racing for everybody. 


Anything from a Crosley to a Duesenberg ~ 
could get out and go. On race day, every- ~ 


thing but a Duesenberg showed up. 


As might have been expected, MG's © 
crowded the field. What wasn’t expected was 
the almost continuous diving into the hay- 
bales by all hands except Bill Stroppe who ~ 
tooled his Merc poweréd Kurtis around the © 
short course without coming near a wisp of | 


HONK! 





© ... without harm. Some experts say it's aerodynamics. Others blame it on overfast cornering. 


© The MG, being less streamlined, generally objects violently to being forced into large objects . . . 


' @ ... like this one which threw a tantrum at © The MG, however, is known as a “forgiving” 
being abused in such an undignified manner. vehicle. Forgiven, this driver emerged unhurt. 





@ Another MG takes fo the haybales. This one 
just got fired and laid down for o needed rest. 


+ at nated j THE NATIONS FASTEST HAYRIDE 
Continued 

hay. Bill won the over-91 cubic-inch event 

going away from (and three laps ahead of) 

his nearest competitor, Kenny Miles, who 

had come fresh from winning the under-91 

event. 

Miles, known as an extremely cool head, 
was no exception to the rule. He stuffed his 
hot rodded MG head-on into the hay-bale 
mountain on the last turn of the course but 


@ Howard Gardner in his neat little customized 
backed out of the hole he dug for himself 


Hotshot took the Novice under-1500 cc event. 
@ Bill Stroppe in his Kurtis 5000-S Merc-powered sports car managed to stay ovt of haybales to win. 
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@ Dr. P. J. Young’s very special Crosley special gets a check-up before race, was noisies? on course. 


and continued on to scream past everything 
on the course from Ferraris to a lone Porsche. 
Except Stroppe. 

Another standout of the day was Howard 
Gardner who pulled all stops out of his cus- 
tomized and souped up Crosley Hotshot to 
win the Novice Modified event. There were 
faster cars in this one than Howard’s little 
gem but they, too, went the way of the rest 
of the eager beavers and built huts in the 
cow food. 

Anybody need some stock fodder? 


@ Ken Miles’ fabulously successful MG hot rod 
mopped up the field in under-91-inch class. 
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@ Haybales weren‘t the only objects to be hit. 


@ Even Miles stuffed his car into the stock 
fodder. He went on to place second in main. 








134 Pick up 
rejuvenated to 
bed of horsepower 


Text and Photos by: Jack Baldwin 


IN Hudson’s 88 mph hot rod pickup 
sort'a grew inside out. 
‘Don, a Norwalk, Calif. upholsterer by trade 
started working over the beat-up interior of 
a "34 Ford pickup he uses in his business. He 
tore out all the grease-stained,- worn and 
cracked cushions and re-covered them with 
genuine maroon colored leather, pleating and 
rolling it as he tacked it down. Overhead he 
installed a leather headliner trimmed in white 
beading. Underfoot he cut a custom made red 
carpet, trimming it with leather to fit snugly 
around pedals, gear shift socket, and seat 
brackets. 
He had the dash chromed, adding to the 
stock instruments an oil temperature and 
pressure gauge. To either side of the instru- 
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@ Don's pickup, used for business as well 
as pleasure, is an excellent advertisement. 


@ Triple water outlets in Smith heads pro- 
vide even cooling. Manifold is Cyclone triple. 


| 
~ 


@ Once banged and battered rear quarter is 
now smooth and immaculate. Note chrome bead. 
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NEAT AS A PIN, SHINY AS A PENNY 


ment window he installed an ash tray and 
cigarette lighter to balance off both sides. 


He replaced the yellowing safety wind- 
shield with tinted glass. The glass in the wind- 
shield and door windows is ringed in chrome 
sash. Off came the grease encrusted steering 
wheel to make way for the beauty and sparkle 
of a °52 Ford Crestliner wheel. 

“I got that far with it,” says the 29 year 
old owner, “and she really looked keen—on 
the inside. But the outside! Man, I’ve seen 
better looking wheelbarrows, carrying con- 
crete.” 

Something had to be done about the ex- 
terior. So, starting with the bed of his pickup, 
Hudson filled in the holes, pounded out the 
dents, and started fabricating a white plastic 
tarp over the bed. By the time the stock fen- 
der brackets and bar on the tail gate came 
back from the chromium plating plant, Hud- 
son had finished the tarp and fitted it to the 
bed. He had a panel made to fit between 
the rear deck lid and bumper and added 
chrome beading between fender and bed. 

He did a little more work on the exterior, 
like replacing stock door handles with those 
from a ’38 Ford, at the same time putting 
Merc knobs on the inside. 

The body was beginning to look pretty 
clean. Don stepped back to survey his hot 
rod. He looked at the wheels. Wheels! He 


@ Interior of pickup received first treatment, 
creating need for going whole hog on the rest. 


ay 





had to admit that they were round but that’s 
all he could say for them. He corrected the 
situation by installing a set of 15 inch Merc 
wheels all the way around and equipped them 
with 6.70 white walls. 

He left the radiator and shell as it was— 
stock — but added ’41 Ford bumpers forward 
and aft and installed °50 Pontiac sealed beam 
units for headlights. 

By now the pickup was ready for paint. 
Don looked over the color charts, picked Aut- 
umns Rust, and had his truck sprayed with 
synthetic enamel. That topped it off, making 
it one of the neatest combination business and 
pleasure hot rods on the road or drag strip. 

While Don was tinkering around with the 
inside and the body, a friend, Tommy Logan, 
who owns Hall’s Automotive Specialists, a 
garage next door to Don’s. Shop, was busy 
with torque wrenches and feeler gauges add- 
ing “go” to a 267 cubic inch 48 Merc engine. 
Together the boys stroked it an eighth inch 
and enlarged the barrels an eighth over stock. 
The valves were ported and relieved and are 
lifted by a Potvin. Super 34’s cam. Don Smith 
of Downey made the heads which build up 
an eight to one compression ratio. 

On top of a Cyclone manifold, Don and 
Tommy perched three Strombergs, which 
Tommy modified to deliver a highly efficient 
mixture to the eight Jahns Racing pistons. A 
Harmon-Collins ignition provides the spark. 


(Continued on Page 64) 


@ Don snaps down immaculate white plastic tarp 
on pickup bed. Passenger cab is stock height. 


i ~~ 


© Rear shock absorber mount was specially 
fabricated to take the Monroe tube shocks. 


@ Pickup retains the same clean line it had when it rolled out of the River Rouge plant in 1934. 











<6] T'S arictly for show cars; it will never re- 
place the rumble seat.” 


year, the memory still lingers of losing the 


sublime . . . or the ridiculous. 

The whys and wherefores were not far out 
of reach, for it only necessitated interviewing 
the manufacturers, of whom there are sev- 
eral in the custom interior field, the pur- 
chasers, and a few body shops in the area. 

The various body shops came up with their 
solution with no strain when referring to the 
extreme customized cars that roll from their 
portals bi-weekly. Their reason was that when 
a car receives the full treatment, that is, a 
section or channel job — the car is almost 
completely gutted, including the rear trunk. 

. When re-assembly takes place the rear fen- 
der wells and trunk compartment take on a 
mew shape, usually smaller, and this neces- 
Sitates refitting of the old rubber matting. At 
32 


®@ Bob Hirohata’s ‘51 custom Merc sports one of the more radical type trunks strictly for show cars. 








SUBLIME OR 


By Dick Day 
this stage the customer, if not aware of the 
custom deck compartments, is confronted with 
the decision of leaving it stock with the rub- 
ber mat or when the interior of the car is 
done, doing the trunk to match. 

As one body shop put it, “in most cases 
where the restyling work is this extreme the 
customer will automatically want the deck 
compartment to receive an interior matching 
the inside of the car. This will be mostly for 
show display purposes in his case, but in 
others you might say, “it’s like serving a 
martini without the olive!” (Hmmmmmm 
BOY!) 

When various purchasers of these plush 
spare tire containers were confronted and 
asked “why?”, we received a large amount 
of varied answers. Most of the custom car 
owners went along with the body shop trio’s 
reply, but in the case of non-custom car 
owners we found several answers of merit. 
The majority did not care for butchering the 
family jewel but did like the fabulous in- 
teriors that they had seen at auto shows. 
When in the process of having their car cus- 
tom-upholstered they were made aware of 
the interior trunk possibilities at their dis- 
posal and decided upon having it re-done in 
HONK! 





@ ‘51 Chevy frunk after being sectioned. Note 
exposed dum-dum on rear fender wells and dif- 
ferential dome. Spare tire well is boarded-up. 


from plush-buckets to 
fur-lined rumble seats 


RIDICULOUS? 


a conservative manner also. 

Another complained that his particular De- 
troit four-wheeler, 53 vintage, had apparent- 
ly slipped by the designer’s drawing board or 
else some final assembly-line inspector just 
plain goofed! His daily occupation required 
cafrying luggage in the trunk and with the 
compartment designed as it was with only 
a fibre matting on the floor, leaving the in- 
terior body under-seal exposed on the fender 
well and sides, it wasn’t long until the new 
luggage acquired dum-dum corners and ob- 
viously was in a damage status. His antidote 
for this was a quick trip to the nearest cus- 
tom interior shop and the installation of a 
conservative trunk upholstery job; the prob- 
lem stood as solved. 

When the tabulation was completed on 
these various interviews we did arrive at two 
conclusions: one, for the average guy who is 
not satisfied with his Detroit thingie, it of- 
fers an alternative, and to the custom enthusi- 
ast it spells finesse. So with all these reasons 
for why they-do-it and . . . huh? . . . oh yeh, 
you're right, we did forget to ask the manu- 
facturers what they think, but let’s face it — 
if they had their way we'd all have fur- 
lined rumble seats! In mink, maybe. 
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@ Second step consists of fitting the custom 
floor rug to the rear fender-well covers. 


ry ww. 


@ When all sections are completely fitted and 
trimmed they ore secured with metal screws. 
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put to the pen 


_ Sitpenageregerees imagination is the key to 
practical restyling. 

Too often the desire to create originality 
of design outweighs what we know to be 
practical as well as attractive. Individualism 
is, of course, the primary objective of every 
backyard work-shop enthusiast. But good, 
sound logic must be applied, and a tight 
rein held on our creative imagination. Dis- 
tortion and disappointment will be the in- 
evitable result of letting the imagination out- 
range one’s abilities. 

Frequently we see a car that has been 
drastically restyled, and isn’t necessarily any 
“sharper” than it was before it had been 
touched. Whereas the same car, given a touch 
of simplicity, rather than a great deal of ex- 
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Ball point Studebaker 





ploratory creativeness, would have been tre- 
mendously more effective, and much less 
expensive. 

Every design should be carefully and im- 
partially studied while still in the paper stage. 
The desire for a stylized, individualistic car 
should be weighed against time, cost and 
public acceptance. Whenever possible, a 
scaled down clay model should be considered 
an important step in a design for it gives 
the designer an accurate picture of the com- 
pleted project. 

There are numerous methods of restyling 
your old “jalopy,” but most of these can be 
discarded immediately as being too costly to 
be practical, while others can be systematically 
eliminated as either being too difficult for 


HONK! 
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by Jim Geddes 
and Charles White 


@ Stude’ front end was left almost stock; ‘52 Ford bumper was installed and nose rings removed. 
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BE YOUR OWN STYLIST -cntioves 


the amateur to undertake, or too time con- 
suming for the average man’s preciously few 
idle hours. 

The simplest, and by far the most practical, 
method of customizing is by retaining the 
general appearance of the car, altering and 
modifying the existing components; thereby 
enhancing immeasurably the basic design. 

Individualism can also be achieved in a 
lengthier, more drastic method of restyling, 





car a wider appearance. Searching 
our stack of brochures we finally decided 
upon a stock 1952 Ford bumper. 

The rest of the car, however, wasn’t quite 
so simple. The top was lowered two inches 
on both the hard-top and the convertible, 
creating a lower, sleeker appearance. , 

Additional body work involved adding a 
section of cold-rolled body steel from the 
center of the door (the widest part of the 
car), this blending into the raised back half 





@ Dark lines show where sheet metal is laminated and contoured over fenders. Top is cut 2 inches. 


by cutting, chopping and otherwise demolish- 
providing one has a sizable bank-account, a 
great deal of time, and a large workshop. 
This month we have chosen the former 
method, and the subject of our treatment is 
a 1950 Studebaker, a controversial, but basi- 
cally good design. We have not attempted to 
give it the complete works. Our desire was 
to blend a touch of personality into the mo- 
notony of a mass production model, and 
still retain most of the original features. We 
- used a coldly objective approach in deciding 
what treatment to give this particular subject. 
Body alterations were made with a desire to 
lower the unit, thus creating a “racier” over- 
all appearance. 
Handling of the front end proved to be 
comparatively simple. We decided all that 
was necessary to achieve our desired results 
was a bumper that would blend more har- 
moniously with the threepronged attack, and 
the removal of the two outer chrome rings 
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© Special brake was designed ‘and built by 
Cunningham. The brake uses two wheel cylinders. 
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is controlled, and creative ingenuity is ap- 
plied in its simplest and most direct form. 


THE CUNNINGHAM continved 


How should automobiles be built? By the 
millions, stamped out like campaign buttons 
or painstakingly stuffed together one at a 
time? 

In Europe it’s a balance between the two. 
In this country there is no middle ground — 
it’s either whole hog or one at a time. That 
is, with two exceptions. These exceptions are 
Frank Kurtis and Briggs Cunningham. The 
two differ radically in design tendency, how- 
ever. Kurtis leans toward the light and simple, 
Cunningham to the big and brutal. 

In these pictures we will attempt to show 
the Cunningham style as applied to his 
latest car. Cunningham is a “no substitute 


@ Front view shows oil cooler and Alfin brake 
drum. Shock absorber is one of two Houdailles. 
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from the “ball point pen” nose to give the 












THE CUNNINGHAM 


A Pilgrim Progresses 


_ bby John Christy 


Photos by Mailander and Worner 


@ Suspension and locating linkage looks comp- 
licated but principle is as simple as Kurtis. 


’ for cubic inches” man, hence from its incep- 


tion the Cunningham car has been equipped 
with the biggest, wooliest Chryslers built. 

The first ‘car was a compound of Ford, 
Dodge and Chrysler wrapped up in a smooth 
aluminum skin. The frame and front suspen- 
sion were late model Ford, the rear end a 
reworked DeDion from a Dodge delivery 
wagon and the engine was probably one of 
the most brutally functional pieces of auto- 
motive construction ever built. Squared-off, 
heavy, the cars were mammoths compared to 
most of the competition. The C4 was good 
but not quite good enough to take the °52 
LeMans 24-hour race, big league event for 
sports cars. 

(Continued on Page 66) 


© Powerplant is 310 horsepower Chrysler simi- 
lar to that in Chrysler experimental K-310. 
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@ Other than the front suspension, engine com- 
partment is simplicity itself unlike early C3. 


@ Wheels on latest roadster are ‘wide-base 
Halibrand magnesium discs used on Indy cars. 


@ Ferri Porsche, left, builder of the Porsche, 
looks a trifle awed by all those cubic inches. 





Photos by George Barris 


FELLING in a rear fender gas neck opening 

and removing the filler neck to the inside 
of the deck compartment has become one of 
the many semi-custom gimmicks around and 
among the torch and hammer groups of to- 
day. It achieves a smooth and clear rear body 
panel and blends equally with the opposite © 
side of the car. Relatively it’s a small and 
simple operation that can be performed in 
your own backyard. 

The car featured is a ’49 Ford, and al- — 
though it possesses an exterior type screw cap ¥F 
it is still very comparable to other makes — 
that have screw caps or hinged fender flaps 
of various shapes. The story from beginning 
to end was completed at the shop of George ~ 
Barris and depicted here is how it’s done ~ 
step by step. 


LEFT. First remove the complete inside gas neck 
assembly; this will allow you to work from the 
inside as well as the oviside. For a safeguard 
against fire, cover the gas tank opening with 
several damp cloths before starting metal work. 
Or better yet, empty tank and fill it with water. 


HONK! 





will fit the opening ex- 
grinder equipped with a 24 
» grind the area around the 


ition and tack it at two 

y braze or weld. With the 
into position begin to braze 
at one inch intervals. This 
section at one side, 

and braze another 

fo the area by 


body hammer and dolly to work out werpiag. 


ne Ne 


ABOVE. A picking block and hammer are used 
fo bring up the low spots and the grinder used 
again fo shape the plug to the correct contour. 
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ABOVE. Area around the opening that is fo be 
leaded should now be ground down, using 24 
grit close coat disc this time and then deaned 
thoroughly with a small rotary wire brush that 
can be installed in a little % inch electric drill. 
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ABOVE. Tinned area must now be wiped with 
a clean cloth while still applying heat moderate- 
ly. This allows compound to be worked around 
the area much easier, “cooking” any oxidation. 


BELOW. Stick body lead is now applied with 
‘torch heat penetrations melting it into the work- 
ing area. Smooth it into the low brazed areas 
with a flat oak leading paddle. Make certain 
that all the leaded patched areas are fused. 


Ed 


ABOVE. The body grinder is now used once more, 
only set up with a stiff plastic backing plate and 
24 grit open coat disc for buffing out the newly 
leaded section. Make sure that the body grinder 
is not used too heavily on the soft leaded area. 


ABOVE. With the leaded section roughly ground 
down with the body grinder, a coarse tooth vixen 
body file is used to work out all the low areas. 


ABOVE. When the area is ready for hand sand- 

ing use 150 grit sand paper and a wet pad. Sand " 
the entire area and feather off all the edges in- © 
cluding the outer edges of the working area.” 
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ABOVE. The second sanding operation will con- 
sist of sanding the complete area, and six in- 
ches beyond the feathered edges with a 280 
grit wet sandpaper. When this is completed and 
area is perfectly smooth, then apply any of the 
liquid preparations that may be purchased at 
your local paint store for cleaning bare metal. 
Apply this with a cloth to the bare metal and 
then wipe dry instantly with a clean dry cloth. 
A second metal cleaning proccess will be very 
similar to that of step Il, except that the liquid 
will consist of wax and grease remover this time. 
it will be applied in the same manner with a 
clean cloth, wiping dry after the application. An 
area of 6 to 8 inches beyond the feathered edges 
should be cleaned fo assure paint adhesion. 


2) AS 


follow to adhere to the surface. The chromate 
primer should be allowed to dry approximately 
two hours before applying the heavy primer 
coats. After the heavy primer coats have been 
applied and dried, the entire surface should 
then be block sanded with 180 grit wet sand- 
paper until perfectly smooth. The last sanding is 
with 360 grit sandpaper with water. This will 
give the surface a glass smooth perfection. After 
washing clean with water and wiping dry with 
@ clean cloth, the surface is ready for finishing. 


OVE. The inside neck assembly can be cut fo 
any desired length. A small V section or bevel 
cut should be removed from the filler neck se 
as to allow the opening to be in a more easily 
accessible position when filling. It is very import- 
ant not to make the bend in the filler neck foo 
sharp or it will restrict the. gas flow when filling 
and cause the fuel fo back up and spill from the 
spout. A small vent tube attached fo the fop of 
the neck to the tank should be installed, this 
will allow the pump gasoline to flow: through 
the filler neck tube faster without any overflow. 
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Here’s How = 


BUILDING A DRAGSTER pac» 


Detail Chassis assembly 


Text and Photos by Bob Behme 


AL the machining, or at least the greater 

part of it, has been completed on the Goss 
dragster. All that remains now is the bolting 
together and manufacture of small but neces- 
sary details that spell the difference between 
success or failure. In this chapter we show you 
these details. 


By the time the last nut was tightened on 
the swing axle, Joe Goss was happy to switch 
his attention to other items on his highly un- 
usual dragster. His remaining work involved 
construction of small parts and generally stuf- 
fing the parts onto the rails. Here, Joe is seen 
drilling sheet stock for the clutch pedals. 





He formed the clutch pedal from 1% x %¢@ 
inch sheet stock. The pedal arm, being 
of a rather odd shape, was formed of four 
welded sections. The sections, starting at the 
bottom of the photo, are measured across 
their widest points as follows: 3 inches, 444 
inches, 3% inches, and 11 inches. Holes were 
drilled in the completed pedal to reduce 
weight. At the base of the arm, shown at 
the bottom of the photo, Joe welded a small 
section of tubing to accept the pedal shaft. 
The tubing measured 3% inch ID and 1 inch 
OD. It was welded to the bottom of the 
pedal through a hole drilled to the same 
size as the OD of the tubing. The pedal shaft 
will attach at this point. 

The clutch pedal assembly is shown here 
in position. A hole drilled in the lip will 
accept a clevis which connects to the rear 
cross shaft and up to the clutch from that 
point. The shaft holding the clutch to the 
frame connects to the brake pedal on the 
other side of the frame. 
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BUILDING A DRAGSTER—Part V 

The rear shaft, which is a part of the 
dutch linkage, was bolted to the rear motor 
mount. The fitting for the clutch linkage will 
be hooked up to it and the shaft will be free- 
moving from the clutch pedal. 
Right 

A plate was welded to the inside of the 
- gails to provide a base on which to bolt the 
brake pedal assembly. The plate was made 
from %g@ inch sheet stock measuring 5 x 2 
inches. One. hole was drilled in the plate 
for the rough positioning of the brake as- 
sembly. When the brake assembly was final- 
ly positioned two holes were drilled in the 
plate to secure the entire assembly. 


“4 ae ae — oe 3 ae 

The two bolts, used in the final position- unit is a stock Ford assembly and has not 
ing, are clearly shown in this photo. The been altered. 
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Here, the completed brake assembly and 
linkage is detailed. The clutch pedal has not 
been secured, but will be installed later. The 
brake pedal assembly, however, is final. The 
linkage between the brake pedal and the 
master cylinder is also completed. To do the 
job Joe used a stock Ford cylinder. The po- 
sition of the cylinder was determined by the 
type of linkage which Joe planned to use. 
One side of the cylinder (the side nearest 
the rails) was hewed out slightly to provide 
a closer fit. At the end of the linkage (from 
the pedal side) Joe welded a bolt to the 
stock pedal linkage. This was done to pro- 
vide a lock-nut when joining to the master 
cylinder shaft. 


Below 
For many reasons, Joe felt that the center 


portion of the frame needed additional stif- 


VLR. 


fening. Among the reasons was the fact that 
torsional movements should be minimized. 
At this point the radius rod mountings seemed 
to transfer much stress. To alleviate this he 
constructed the stiffener which is illustrated 
here. At the base of the rails the plate which 
accepts the radius rod mountings can be seen. 
On the inside of the rails, opposite this 
mounting, Joe welded a plate which was de- 
signed to fit to the stiffener. The cross-sec- 
tion stiffener was constructed from 1 inch 
OD heavy duty rod, flanged on each end, and 
welded to % inch chrome-moly stock. While 
only one hole has been drilled in the chrome- 
moly tips, when the stiffener is finally po- 
sitioned it will be bolted to the plates by 
two bolts on each end. 
Right 

The side plates for the stiffeners were made 
from 1% inch chrome-moly the same as the 
flanges. 
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The rear engine mount is shown here com- 
pletely constructed but not yet mounted in 
position. The center shaft of the mount was 
made from a Ford drive shaft tube. 


struction from 1/8 inch chrome-moly. i 
height was determined in part by the height 


of the front motor mounts. Joe does nor feel 


then a hole was drilled in the top of each 
box to accept a standard Ford head stud. The 
studs were tapped into the boxes. These will 
fit the stock Ford mountings. 

The front motor mounts were constructed 
from % inch chrome-moly as was much of 
the sheet stock. construction. Without con- 
sidering measurements for the triangular cuts 
of the mounting blocks, the motor mounts 
measure 7 inches in length, measured on a 
semi-diagonal. At the widest point the mounts 
are 3 inches in width. These figures are not 
given for actual construction, although they 
will work. Instead they are given as guides for 
individual engine placement. 





One end was mounted to the 
hile the arm was mounted to the 
underneath side of the axle tubing. A “lip” 


4 
i 
+ 

"° 18 
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of heavy duty chrome-moly was welded to 
the axle tubing at a point directly above the 
shock arm. The arm was bolted to the “lip.” 


Hi 


, Joe 


, Opposite the seat. To 


f 


tame, 
the 


fi 


fuel tank was installed 
tank to 


of the 
of each strap was bolted to the base of the 


straps of 1 inch, .052 aluminum. One 


fear 
the 





BUILDING A DRAGSTER—Part V 
continued 


The fuel supply tank was made from a 
half-gallon oil or deicer tank. Joe considered 
this capacity adequate for, as he describes it: 
“A tremendous quarter-mile Sunday drive.” 
The straps bolted to the frame through two 
“U” shaped lips welded to the frame and 
drilled to accept the “T” bolts. 

Seat brackets were constructed from \% 
inch chrome-moly formed in “L” angles for 
stiffness. These brackets protrude 6 inches 
from the frame. Their depth is dependent 
upon the depth of the frame at the point of 
mounting. In Joe’s case the rear bucket mount 
“is 2% inches deep while the front mounts 
are 214 inces deep. The mounts were welded 
to frame along the width of their joint. 

As you can see work is progressing rapidly 
now, on the dragster. Little is left, with the 
exception of stuffing and hanging operations. 
Joe plans to accomplish the “stick-together” 
work as well as “cad” plating the frame and 
bolts and painting all unplated parts by next 
month. If he accomplishes all this, and if we 
ca cram it into one issue, next month your 
dragster will be just as ready as Joe's. 
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FREE PHOTO SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


extended by popular demand .. . 


There's still time for you to join the HONK! readers who are receiving these gleaming 
photos free. Because this offer has been so popular, it is being extended for another few weeks. 
But the final deadline is November 6th so be sure to get your order in early! 

Here’s all you have to do: Just pick out any two of the beautiful 5x7 glossy prints shown 
above, check them by number on the coupon below, and send only the regular subscription 
price for one year. Your subscription copies will be delivered each month before they’re on 
sale at the stands, in special mailing envelopes, and your free photos will be mailed to you 
immediately. Or, if you order HONK! sent to you for two years, you save $1.00 and get all 
four photos free. Don’t miss out on this fine offer—SEND YOUR ORDER TODAY. 


5959 Hollywood Blvd. 


pee Bags 28, ole. ) 12 issues—$3 (two photos free) 
Please send me HONK! for the next ( ) 24 issues—$5 (four photos free) 


CHECK YOUR CHOICE OF PHOTOS HERE: 
( ) #1—’32 Ford Pickup ( ) #3—’22 Model T Touring Car 
) #2—’27 T Roadster ) #4—Custom Merc 
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GLOSSARY 


Ten Words a Month 
for the Novice Tooler 
by Marvin Rubin 





A craftsman making bis preliminary survey. 
butch’er (from the G’Arage “he hath gauge, 
but readeth naught’) Motocidal maniac that 
looks, talks, and charges like a mechanic. 
Called butcher because the end product is fit 
to be sold only by the pound. 





Near fatal case of blow off by an alky-burner. 


blow off. (from the Drag—BLOW—go/; OFF 
—unattached; went to pieces) 1. If you rec- 
ognize your friends’ cars by their exhaust 
tips you've had it. 2. Death by alcohol fumes. 





buck’et (from Latin—BOWKIT; BOW— 
bent over, KIT—parts to stick together; i.e., 
bent over and stuck together) 1. A container 
for liquids and soft, easily damaged sub- 
stances. 2. Part of an auto used when car 
and driver are not of equal ability. It makes 
the driver easier to pick up in case of acci- 
dent. Not to be confused with slush-BUCKET. 





Candid photo of cogs jumping ship. (a) cog. 
cog 1. Abbreviation for “Cog-geGRUN- 
cheeKU-cocogGunch,” the noise made by 
these little parts when you manipulate the 
gear-shift lever. 2. Those things that slow a 
stick artist down. 
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A nosed and decked custom being abused by 


three unappreciative near-sighted vandals. 


nosed and decked (from the Boxing— 
knocked down and flattened out) 1. A type 


of custom which always leaves the front in- 
distinguishable from the rear, the car insep- 
arable from the road, and the driver insolvent 
from the garage. 2. A general reshaping of 
the contours of a car in order to save wear 
and tear on the dust cloth. 





honk! 1. A sound used as a distress signal by 
automobile drivers and even lower life. 2. 
Mating call of the hotrodia (Stabbus et steer- 
us). It would have been wise to find this 
out BEFORE you spent the twenty-five cents. 


y 








lead barge (from the Kalifornia—LEAD- 
SLED; “the fat grow fatter’) Syn: Putty 
wagon. 1. A car on which the only tire visi- 
ble is the spare. 2. A new way to hide a car. 
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Transformation: Red Ram to Purple Cow. 


pur’ple pas’sion The automotive equivalent 
of lingerie. Defects are seen through an over- 
all haze which makes what's underneath ‘seem 
appealing. Not to be confused with PURPLE- 
stuff (a marijuana for carburetors). Next 
year's best color: Rhinestones in Plasma. 





Deluxe sanitary roadster with the top down. 


san‘i-ta-ry (from the Lavatory—‘Nothing 
on the outside’, see LEAD-BARGE—xnoth- 
ing on the inside). Used to describe a car in 
which the only defective thing is the driver. 





Stick artist-sculptor at work on new design. 


stick art‘ist 1. Similar to band-leader, the 
waving of the baton is always accompanied 
by strange noises. 2. A believer in the axiom: 
“gears rush in where gear-teeth fear to tread.” 
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* “Today's custom is as cool as 
yesterday's was crazy. With experience 
in hg favor, today’s custom has come of 

newer breed seems to have 
eal the lesson of moderation. Al- 
though there is still the hot fight be- 
tween “conservatives” and “radicals”, 
the fight has developed into a healthy 
one. The two factions are now moving 
forward together. 


“In theory at least, a car remains 
stock only as long as it stays “FOB 
Detroit". The moment a stock hub cap 
is replaced with a speed-shop version, 
a hood ornament removed or a piece of 
chrome shifted, the car becomes a per- 
sonal creation and enters the world of 
the custom car. And a fabulous new 
world it is, this custom world. Nothing is 
static. Old concepts are drowned in the 
tide of new ideas. The experiment is 
important. All manner of new things 
are tried for all things are possible. 
There is no limit. The only yard stick is 
you. You are the king of the custom 


on leading 
newsstands 
everywhere 






here’s how you can build 


your own beautiful | 


custom car’ 


world The only limit is the limit of your 
imagination. 


“Bring your imagination then, and 
journey into this world with us. We'll 
show you some of its many wonders. 
We'll try to show many things which 
are possible in your own workshop. 
Some of them can be done in your 
garage. If they can, we'll show you 
how to go about it, but we aren't going 
to limit ourselves to those projects which 
are possible only at home. There are 
too many good custom ideas for us to 
reject any as being too complicated. 


“We won't tell you what ideas are 
good, for that choice is yours. We won't 
tell you when to tackle the jobs, for that 
is a personal matter of time, energy and 
economy. We will, however, tell you 
how it can be done, for that is a matter 
of record, one for the books, as it were. 
And as one for the books, we hope this 


is the one.” 
— Robert Lee Behme 


or order direct 
with the coupon on page 62 





custom-made car carpets 


Imagine your automobile interior dressed up. 
with an individually-tailored carpet —the same , 
as in prize winning show autos the country over! « 
Gaylord’s “Roll Pleats” offer heel and foot rest « 
padded with airfoam rubber — covered with top « 
grain leather that is washable. Carpeting is of ° 
finest material available trimmed in leather to °* 
match foot-rests. 

These carpets are sold by mail order only! 

Use the handy coupon today to order yours. 


INTERIORS by Gaylend 


Phone NEwmark 1-6778 CUSTOM TOPS 


LIL’ BEEP 


Your choice of the following colors: 
Sea Green * Dove Grey * Rust Brown * Jet Black 
Powder Blue + Midnight Blue - Ruby Maroon 
CADILLAC + OLDS + MERC + FORD © CHEV 
(1949 through 1953) 
Interiors by GAYLORD 
5238 Imperial Hwy., Lynwood, Calif. 
Please send at once: 
DC. Front Carpet @ $34.95 [] Both carpets 
CD Rear Carpet @ $16.95 @ $49.95 
(add 10% tax on order) 
Year, moke, model of car 
(Specify if Hydramatic) 
CG GRE os eserctevtinnrinniomipatiiteniiaeitmabaidiaiae 
Enclosed [] Check or Money Order in full 
CJ 50% deposit, balance C.0.D. 


Nome 
Address 
Zone State 


You're a good kid Alfy and we'd like to have you run, BUT . . .? 
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EASY DOES 


$100 Chevy 


Conversion 


RANG twenty horsepower to your 1941- 
53 Chevrolet can now be done for less 
than a “C” note by owners interested in 
making their own modifications. Econom- 
ically and easily done by amateur mechanics, 
the conversion will not make your present 
docile, economical transportation car a rough 
running, gas eating monster. 

These simple modifications, none of which 
require removing the cylinder head or pan 
from the engine, can be done singly or at 
one sitting, depending on your tastes (or 
perhaps the status of your wallet). 

Approximately fourteen of our twenty 
horsepower is gained through the addi- 
tion of a dual intake manifold. While the 
stock Rochester or Carter carbs can work 
satisfactorily, these do require modifications 
making access to a dynamometer and fuel-air 
meter essential. Actually it is better to 
spend the extra money and buy the complete 
set-up with carburetors. If you should buy 
the manifold without carburetors, get the 
manufacturer's recommendations on carbu- 
retors. (Continued on page 58) 


@ Stock Chevrolet engine layout as it 
comes from the factory is uninspiring. 





by Bill Fisher 


© First step in boosting horsepower is removal of the stock intake manifold. 


* 


Ce 
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@ Stock intake set-up is replaced with dual carburetor manifold, a very easy job. 
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EASY DOES IT continued 


Price of most manifolds, one of which is 
shown here with two Stromberg carburetors 
(McGurk) is around $80.00 with carbs, 
linkage, and fuel lines. 

One note of warning, steer clear of pur- 
chasing “cheap” manifolds. If you happen to 
find a good used one, make sure that its 
linkage does not stick or bind. Acceptable 
are the torsion bar type used on the McGurk, 
Nicson, and Offenhauser, or the ball-joint 
type as used on the Edelbrock. 

Designed with impossibly small ports, 
some cheap manifolds may actually produce 
less horsepower than the stock manifold. 
Check that the cross-sectional area of the 
manifold ports is as large as that at the in- 
side of the aligning rings. Although most 
dual manifolds are now exhaust heated, make 
certain that this is true of the one which you 
purchase to insure smoother running and 
faster warm-up time in cold weather. Now— 
let's remove the stock manifold and get start- 
ed with our conversion. 


Examine the manifold installation kit close- 
ly to make sure that everything is at hand 
before beginning the installation, or you 
may find yourself in need of parts in the 
middle of the night or on a week end when 
both transportation and spare parts facili- 
ties are unavailable. This is darned discour- 
aging, so plan in advance and avoid such 
pitfalls! 

In addition to the linkage and fuel line 
parts, you'll need new intake and exhaust 
manifold gaskets, heat riser gasket, 4g, 
1%, and %g6 open-end wrenches, plus either 
a tubing cutter or hacksaw. Though not ab- 
solutely essential, a %¢ box wrench and a 
%g universal socket on a % drive ratchet 
will be very handy in removing and replacing 
the manifold. 

Remove the air cleaner, vacuum lines, fuel 
line, throttle rod, hand choke and hand throt- 
tle connections from the carburetor. Remove 
the clamps, capscrews, nuts and washers 
which attach the manifold assembly to the 
head, and the intake manifold to the ex- 

(Continued on next page) 


® Manifold carries all accessories fitted to stock set-up. This one is a MéGurk unit. 
59 
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@ Nicson Engineering unit is installed in 


EASY DOES IT continued 

haust casting. Don’t worry about dropping 
the exhaust manifold when you remove it 
from the head, as it will be supported by the 
exhaust pipe. Scrape all old gasket ma- 
terial from the heat riser and from all port 
surfaces on the exhaust manifold and head. 
If you remove the aligning rings, be sure 
not to lose them as they will be rein- 
stalled. Bolt your new dual intake manifold 
to the exhaust manifold, using a new heat 
riser gasket, and carefully tightening the 
capscrews and nuts. Remember that this is 
aluminum with which you are working and 
the threads can be easily stripped. 

Install the new dry gaskets onto the 
head, and the four center clamps, turning 
these vertically so that they clear the mani- 
fold assembly as it is installed. Carefully po- 
sition the manifold assembly onto the head, 
checking that the alignment rings center the 
manifold onto the intake ports. All clamps, 
nuts and capscrews must be tightened evenly 
to insure good gasket sealing. Install the 
throttle rod, checking that it is long enough 
so that there is a slight tension on the link- 
age from the throttle return spring when the 
throttles are fully closed. Careful bending 
and checking is also necessary to insure that 
the rod does not stick or bind against either 
of the manifolds at any portion of its travel 
or it will be impossible to obtain smooth 
operation or idling. Torsion bar type link- 
ages require bending the throttle arm so 
that its upper end terminates in a fitting to- 
ward the OUTSIDE of the engine, or the 
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similar manner to the others pictured. 


radius of operation will not permit full 
throttle. Check this by looking into the 
carbs while someone actuates the throttle. 

Shorten the fuel and vacuum lines as 
necessary, and reinstall them. Fit the vac- 
uum line into the front carburetor only, us- 
ing the fitting from the stock carburetor for 
the connection. Attach the hand choke cable 
to the rear carburetor only, and tie the choke 
on the front carburetor so that it remains 
open. 

Whether or not you reinstall the hand 
throttle depends largely on the particular 
dual manifold and your personal mechani- 
cal ingenuity. Start the engine and synchro- 
nize the carburetors, listening at one end of 
a windshield wiper hose, the other end of 
which is placed alternately against each of 
the throttles. Adjustments are made until 
you hear the same sucking noise at each. 

Second of our modifications in this $100 
conversion involves one of the two types of 
Barker Hi-Lift rocker-arms now available to 
fit all Chevrolets from 1941-53. Installation 
of these, at $12.00 per set of six, is simple 
if you are careful. You'll need a 
open-end or box wrench, a %¢-7%45 open- 
end wrench, a new rocker arm cover, and the 
two nuts and four capscrews which attach 
the rocker arm assembly to the head. Re- 
move the small fitting which attaches the 
rocker oil line to the distribution fitting be- 
tween the two shafts, and remove the rocker 
arm assembly taking care to push each of 
the rocker shafts toward the center so that 
nothing falls off. Place these on a piece of 
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e@ Barker rocker-arms are 


newspaper, and carefully disassemble so that 
you can reassemble in the same order. The 
intake rocker arms are marked on the instal- 
lation sheet with the special rocker arms, and 
the only real trick is to remember that there 
are both “right” and “left” intake and ex- 
haust arms and these must all face the cor- 
rect way. When replacing the assembly on 
the head, check that each rocker arm aligns 
with its valve or you'll be in more hot 
water than you can imagine! 

Seat each exhaust adjusting ball in its 
pushrod socket and then evenly tighten the 
rocker assembly in place. Carelessness here 
can easily bend several pushrods. Now re- 
move the old adjusting screws and lock-nuts 
from the stock intake rockers, installing them 
in the hi-lifts, and tightening them until 
there is about one thousandth clearance on 
each. Crank the engine over and set each 
intake so that there is .008 inch clearance 
between the rocker arm and intake valve 
stem when the exhaust valve for that cylin- 
der fully opens. Reinstall the rocker arm oil 
line. Start the engine and immediately 
check that there is .008 inch clearance be- 
tween each intake valve and .013 inch at 
each exhaust. Run the engine for at least 
thirty minutes and recheck your clearances. 
The rocker cover should be replaced for 
this short run, or much of the oil will run 
down the rear of the engine. 

Although not figured in our conversion 
costs, an aluminum rocker arm cover can be 
installed at this point to insure freedom 
from valve noise and a tighter gasket seal. 
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shafts giving effect of semi-cam. 
These sell for about $20.00 and are made by 
McGurk, Nicson, and Offenhauser. 

Last of our three horsepower improving 
modifications is the installation of a special 
steel or fiberglas packed muffler, cost of 
which will be around $8.00. This is simply 
done by removing the stock muffler, which in 
the case of 1949 and later models requires 
sawing off the exhaust pipe at the front of 
the muffler and a new clamp. By actual dy- 
namometer test, special mufflers often add two 
to five horsepower and eliminate gasoline 
wasting back-pressure, so often considered 
detrimental to the best operation of any en- 
gine. 

Carefully tuned, your Chevy should now 
have another twenty horses in the stable 
which can be trotted out when you see fit to 
give you exciting and enjoyable motoring. 





@ Final step in conversion is valve set- 
ting. Valves are set with engine hot. 
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wee trend 
BOOKS 


for your home library 


e practical information e unique ideas 


e proven how-to-do-it «hundreds of photos 
methods and diagrams 


SPIN TACKLE FISHING How to catch big fish with light lines— 
a complete guide to ocean and fresh water spinning. The evolu- 
tion of spinning, facts about spinning rods, how to wrap your own 
spinning rod, choose a reel, facts about lines, basic lures, casting 
techniques, record catches. Over 200 photos, drawings and dia- 
grams make this book a real how-to-do-it guide to the newest way 
to fish. 


DREAM CARS Facts on the greatest automobiles of all time, from 
early horseless carriages to today’s sleek custom and experimental 
cars. Performance data, how designs are born and developed, the 
auto as art, V.I.P. vehicles, car in the sky, four-wheeled fantasies, 
cars built for novel purposes, fabulous foreign cars, elaborate “spe- 
—, cars of the future. 164 illustrated pages; hundreds of custom 
ideas! 


HOT ROD YOUR CAR How to cheaply hot rod your engine; carbu- 
retion, ignition, stroking, boring—cost of engine accessories, street 
rods and Bonneville champions, all out for acceleration, late model 
overhead valve engines. Photos, cutaway drawings and diagrams 
clearly illustrate how to build hotter engines for Cadillac, Lincoln, 
Chrysler products, Ford, Pontiac, Chevy, Chrysler, Studebaker, 
Buick, Willys. 160 pages of how-to-do-it facts. 


RESTYLE YOUR CAR 1001 ‘new ideas for customizing. 160 pages 
include chapters on planning a custom, choosing a style, special 
customizing problems, styling paste-ups, Detroit and foreign cus- 
toms, conservative and radical techniques with examples, how to 
modify the interior, the 10 best customs, photos of customs coast 
to coast, cut-out section, engines, and accessories. Complete data 
and photo coverage of a dazzling array of custom cars. 


OR ORDER DIRECT—SEND THIS COUPON TO TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood Blvd 
Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Please send the following books at 85c each (includes postage): 


(CD SPIN TACKLE FISHING () CUSTOM CARS 
on your C DREAM CARS (see page $4) 


e (1) MOT ROD YOUR CAR (0 HOT ROD ANNUAL 
favorite (C RESTYLE YOUR CAR (See page 6) 


newsstand 
NOW! 





“It's all in the game” 
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SWE na: 
Pare Seat 


Boost the Compression of Your 
Engine 1 Point by Installing . . . 


Famous new Almquist SOLID-COPPER Head Gaskets 
are guaranteed to increase horsepower and gas 
mileage! Praised as ‘‘Poor Man’s Hop 


Up” by 
leading magazines—used the world over! Special 
thin .005-.020"' gaskets increase compression up 
to 8:1 or higher—thus are equivalent to milled 
or custom heads! Genuine Solid-Copper (not iam- 
inated or shim, like others). Guaranteed corrosion 
resistant, blowout proof, easy to install! 
For any make car, truck, racer, etc. 
ORDER BY MAIL: Free Literature 
Otes a aes, 3" 
(Special Stee! Set, x 
(Alt other V-8 cars, Set.$7.75 aoe 
All 8 cyl. Inline cars. .$8.95 Wanted) 
CIAll 4 & 6 cyl. cats... .$6.95 





Sells Chevrolet, GMC 
Speed Equipment 
Send for FREE Price List 

Box 41138, Los Angeles 41, California 





Lincoln Continental & Zephyr 
OWNERS 






Now available in limited stock, dropped front 
axles for Lincoln Continental and Zephyr. 
a eee Oe eect ice $17.50 
50% on all C.O.D.’s and 3%% tax on all orders. 


ED ‘‘Axle’’ STEWART 
3210 CONGRESS STREET, SAN DIEGO 10, CALIF. 


%& Racing Equipment 
yx Engine Rebuilding 
%& Clay Smith Cams 


x Parts & Supplies 
2612 E Spring a 


Leng Beach, Calif. hone 4-4663 





NEAT AS A PIN 
(Continued from page 31) 


The flywheel was whittled to 22 pounds. 
Linking the power plant with the rear wheels 
is an Auburn clutch, a transmission consist- 
ing of a 34 box with Zephyr gears and a 
4:11 rear end. 

Tommy and Don ran into some trouble 
trying to get the steering column around the 
thick Smith heads. They solved it by using 
a ’30 Chevy steering gear and by moving it 
slightly to the rear and cutting a small notch 
in the steering column. 

The exhaust system consists of dual Sport 
Mufflers and headers which split into a Y. 
One side of the Y is equipped with an ex- 
haust flange to which Don bolts a plate 
when the pickup is used for street driving. 
The plates are quickly removed for drag 
racing. The tail pipes are located under the 
rear bumper in customary fashion. 

When Don picked up his first trophy at 
Pomona on June 13 of this year he still had 
mechanical brakes which he claims, “Have 
got to go!” Hydraulics are his next project. 

“That trophy is really gold plated,” claims 
hot rod owner Hudson. “$1000 plus eight 
months’ labor went into this car to win it, 
but I'll be hanged if I'd sell it if I could 
double my money.” 

The 2770 pound wagon is a real beauty 
whether on the highway or on the drag strip 
at Santa Ana where Don headed it into the 
wind and turned up 88 mph for the quarter 
mile run. He calculated the horsepower to 
be about 160. 
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“ ... Trying to lull us into a false sense 
of security.” 


HONK! 
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SHOPPING AROUND 
(Continued from page 9) 


pipes are giving out, it still isn’t entirely 
necessary to revert to stock silencers. Porter 
has a new gimmick to take the rap out of 
the pipes without choking them down. 
The device is a very short resonator type 
muffler which, in effect, gives you a secondary 
expansion chamber. The shorty is straight- 
through construction so that no extra baffles 





are placed in the system. The unit is eight 
inches long and can be installed anywhere 
in the tail pipe behind the main muffler. The 
unit is available through Porter dealers or 
from Porter Muffler Mfg. Co., 11820 W. 
Olympic blvd, Los Angeles 64, California. 


JIMMY COVER 


THIS aluminum valve cover is designed 
for the Wayne 12 Port G.M.C. Head, but 
will also fit any of the small series G.M.C. 


truck engines, 228 thru 302 models equipped _ 


with the stock head. 

Features of this design incorporate dou- 
ble breathing capacity, relieving crankcase 
pressure, increasing air circulation, reducing 
sweating in the rocker arm chamber and 
preventing condensation from collecting on 
valve springs and shafts. 

The two breather caps supplied are chrome 
plated and are recessed within a pouring lip 
which prevents oil from being spilled over 
the cover while the engine is being serviced. 

The sturdy aluminum casting will effect 
a “leak proof” gasket seal and deaden valve 
train noises usually found in overhead valve 
engines. 

The cover is available in a satin sand 
blast finish at $32.50 or chrome like pol- 
ished finish for $36.00. 

Write: Wayne Mfg. Co., Dept. K, 1023 
East Broadway, Glendale, 5, Calif.,- Citrus 
1-9489. 
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The PLACE to BUY those 






TROPH et LAQUES 
Your choice of one of the 






Write for our 1953-54 beautifully 
TUS ei CGT fese| 


TA TROPHY COMPANY 


Maker of the Motion Picture Oscar Award 
860-K South Flower Street 
Los Angeles 17, California 
















Zz USE IT 
PLASTIC VINYL ANYWHERE! 
© Goes wherever your car goes © Folds compactly « 
Keeps rain, dust, salt air, sun away © Protects your 
car’s finish © Durably constructed of vinyl plastic that 
is long wearing and tough ¢ Nylon threads for extra 
security ¢ oe elasticized bottom, holds se- 
curely in all kin f weather © Fits all makes and 
models ¢ Machinery, anee. furniture, stock piles, 
etc. © Direct from manufacturer ¢ Enclose check er 
money order tor $6.95 or $8.95, or sent C.0.D. Add 
35¢ postage. 10-Day Money Back Guarantee. 

MARDO SALES CORP. 
480 Lexington Ave., Dept. G-560, New York 17, N.Y. 








GMC © CHEVROLET @ 12 PORT HEADS 
FOR 220 TO 330 CU. IN. ENGINES 
Also—cams, manifolds, ignitions, high com- 
pression pistons, tubular push rods, aluminum 

valve covers, etc. for stock heads. 
ee pages—60 pictures—50c 
AYNE MFG. CO. 
1023 E. BROADWAY, GLENDALE 5, CALIF. 
PHONE CITRUS 1-9489 


TOWELS 


La Si: 
12 Aaed rll ONLY $400 
Money Back Guarantee, Order Now 


MURRAY HILL HOUSE, Dept. 86-c 
©sounn 157 East 31st St., New York 16, N. Y. 


Dealers’ Inquiries Invited 





9 Ritoyrnetine oer Oa 
Speed Eavipment Calest or 7 PEELS, 


Buy fomovs brands ot sovings — 100's of Custom, Mer 1 
Rod, Power & Econemy Products for oll cors = Exheust NY 
Systems, MuMers, Ovel Manifolds, Recing Coms, Heads, 


Engines, Gears, Wire Wheels, Chrome Dashes, Lowering 
Kits, “Dress-Up” Accessories, etc. Also 
“Souping” & Customizing Tips! Send only 25¢ 








Ea aad 


WRITE 
oh 2 Bem ee) 
FOR PRICES 


DU S FOR 
AUTOMOBILES 


ccmelenit ira 
EQUIPMENT CORP 


4 ALHAMBRA AVE 


CALIFORNIA 





1. Model A-B-C dual man.—finned hi-comp. head.... 
$39.50. 2. Chevy-Ford racing cams % 
OMS aivuashanpenebacune sion now $19.50. 3. How to 
hop up books—{Chevy-GMC) (Ford-Merc)............ 
only $2.00. 4. Modern chassis book (a real must).... 
$2.00. 5. Double fire spark 









lugs—all cars reg. 90¢..............- now 59¢ ea. 
. 49-50 Ford chrome bull nose and radio speaker 
panels........ $2.98 ea. 7. 49-53 Ford chrome center 
grille (flying wing bars)....... now $15.95. 8. Light- 
weight flywheels (real acceleration) Ford-Chevy 32-53 
...-$19.50. 9. Dual manifolds low as $14.50 Hi comp 
SE care ccavasaeiecbuse $35.00. 10. No backpressure 
muffler (all cars) deep toned............. only $7.50. 


SEND NOW! 


A big help in planning and 
building up your car. Send 50¢ 
ceins or stamps teday. 
Mail erder—send 25% depesit— 
all specs on mtr. COD balance— 
or amounts in full. 


SHELL SPEED AND MUFFLER SHOP 


11726 WILSHIRE BLVD. LOS ANGELES 25, CALIF. 
Ph. AR. 71-8283 




























THE CUNNINGHAM 
(Continued from page 39) 


Back went Cunningham to the drawing 
board. By the beginning of °53, Cunning- 
ham was ready to start on the new bomb. 
Looking over the car, it would seem that ex- 
perience is, after all, the best teacher. 

During years of track experience, Frank 
Kurtis had finally reverted to a special breed 
of solid, straight front axle. Neither Kurtis 
nor Cunningham had spent much time study- 
ing the other’s designs but the 1953 cars of 
each designer had one main thing in com- 
mon—the straight tubular front axle with 
torsion suspension. In the years of road 
racing that Cunningham had experienced, 
an entirely different route from that of Kur- 
tis, he had come up with the same basic 
principle. 

True, Cunningham’s front end is seem- 
ingly more complicated than that of the 
Indianapolis and 500-S sports Kurtis models 
(HONK! Oct. 1953), but the complications 
are in application rather than principle. 

The rest of the car followed past practice 
except that this one was smooth. Wheels, in 
the best American racing tradition, were 
Halibrand pin-drive discs. Most of the com- 
ponents in the car were designed by Briggs 
himself or his assistants. Other than engine 
and driveline the car is—or was—pure cus- 
tom. Even the brake shoes were specially 
made. 

Obviously the Cunningham has pro- 
gressed. The first car, the C3, was purely and 
simply a rich man’s hot rod. But Cunring- 
ham is a man of single purpose—he wants 
to win at LeMans and LeMans is like Indian- 
apolis; you’ve got to have specialized equip- 
ment to do the job. Cunningham has started 
to manufacture his own. He no longer has 
a pure and simple hot rod but what he has 
is good. He didn’t win this year but he 
placed third and set a lap record. Maybe 
next year? 




















SOMETHING NEW 
Will Be Added 


To 
HONK! 


Watch For It Soon 



























































@ The nation’s largest motorized extravaganza. 


@ A unique and colorful presentation offering all that 
is spectacular, unusual and novel in the motorized 
equipment field. 


@ The West's greatest array of foreign cars. .. . 
The nation’s largest display of outstanding custom 
cars... . California’s greatest exhibit of competition 
machines. . . . America’s most outstanding hot rods. 


@ Eye-catching “limited production” models from 
Detroit. . . . Classics—Specials—Antiques. 


@ A $2,500,000 collection of extraordinary cars. 


Also a glittering exhibit of motorcycles, parts, acces- 
sories and supplies which supply a look into the 
future of motoring. 


For commercial space rental, write to Lee O. 
Ryan, Managing Director, MOTORAMA, 
5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28. Tel. 
HOllywood 2-3261. Regarding equipment for 
house displays, send communications to same. 


Latest in multicarburetion. 
Automatic choke, 180 degree 
firing order, all other 
time-tested power 
features. Smoothest, most 
trouble-free manifold ever 
built..A cinch to install. Complete 
installation kits available. 


A double-barreled, power combination 
that meets the stiff demands of 
the world’s greatest drivers. 


Absolutely the finest power-speed 
equipment money can buy. Install 
this championship team 


in your car today. 


omnes HEADS 
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